Assessing school readiness through the school-entry screening exam.
Although there exists no perfect screening tool that is predictive of a child's success in school, an office visit prior to school enrollment can detect potential problems. This visit should include a history and physical, and developmental assessment. The developmental assessment involves a sampling of a child's abilities in the areas of language, reasoning, gross and fine motor skills, and personal-social development. Providers must be alert to signs and symptoms indicating impediments to learning. Clinicians who are knowledgeable about trends in education regarding readiness testing, birth-date cutoffs and retention can serve as a valuable resource to parents. The clinician can also be a major contributor to the achievement of national education goals set forth by the Bush administration. Ten tools for assessing children are compared, and their appropriate use is discussed.